a.) Amendment to the Claims : 

1 . (Currently Amended) A process for producing a pyrazoloacridone 
derivative represented by g e neral formula (V): 




<wher e in vyherein R^^ R^*^, R^^ ^nd R^^ are the same or different and each represents a 
hydrogen atom, lower alkyl, -(CH2)n-Yi [wherein n represents an integer of 1 to 6; and 
represents hydroxy, lower alkoxy, or -NR^aR^b {wherein R^^ and R^b are the same or 
different and each represents a hydrogen atom, lower alkyl, or -(CH2)ni- [wherein m 
represents an integer of 1 to 6; and Y^ represents hydroxy, lower alkoxy, or -NR^^R^^ 
(wherein R^a and R^^^ are the same or different and each represents a hydrogen atom or 
lower alkyl)], or R^a and R"^^ forms a heterocyclic group together with the adjacent 
nitrogen atom}], or -CH((CH2)pOH)2 (wherein p represents an integer of 1 to 5) > which 
comprises st e ps o f , which comprises steps of: 

reacting a compound represented by general formula (I): 




OR 



(wh e r e in wherein R represents lower alkyl) alkyl 



(II): 



in the presence of a base with a compound represented by gsROfei formula 



[wherein wherein represents a hydrogen atom, -CH2X (wherein X represents a 
hydrogen atom, hydroxy, lower alkoxy or benzyloxy), or -0C(=0)R3 (wherein 
represents lower alkyl); and R^ represents a hydrogen atom, nitro, halogen, substituted or 
unsubstituted lower alkyl, substituted or unsubstituted lower alkoxy, substituted or 
unsubstituted lower alkylthio, or a substituted or unsubstituted aryl} aryl 
in the pr e s e nc e of a bas e 

to produce a compound represented by g e n e ral formula (III): 




(III) 



(wh e r e in R, Rl and R2 have th e same m e anings as d e fin e d abov e , 

respectiv e ly) ; 

and hydrolyzing a cyano group of the resulting compoxmd represented by 
g e n e ral formula (III) to produce a l-(2-carboxyphenyl)indazole derivative represented by 
general formula (IV): 
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OR 



(wh e r e in R, Rl and R2 hav e th e sam e m e anings as d e fin e d abov e , 

resp e ctiv e ly) . 

2. (Currently Amended) A process for producing a pyrazoloacridone 
derivative represented by g e n e ral formula (V): 



OH 


N— 






1 


1^ 


OH 


0 


^R3cR3d 



(V) 



(wh e r e in R3a, R3b, R3c and R3d hav e th e sam e m e anings as defined abov e , r e sp e ctiv e ly) 
wherein R^^ R^^. R^^ and R^^ are the same or different and each represents a hydrogen 
atom, lower alkvl -(CH 2)n -Y^ [wherein n represents an integer of 1 to 6; and represents 
hydroxy, lower alkoxv, or -NR'^^R'^^ (wherein R"^^ and R"^^ are the same or different and 
each represents a hydrogen atom, lower alkyl or -(CH o^m 'Y^ [wherein m represents an 
integer of 1 to 6; and represents hydroxy, lower alkoxy, or -NR^^R^*^ (wherein R^^ and 
R^^ are the same or different and each represents a hydrogen atom or lower alkyl)], or R"^^ 
and R^^ forms a heterocyclic group together with the adjacent nitrogen atom}], or - 
CH((CH 2) ^OH) 2 (wherein p represents an integer of 1 to 5), which comprises steps of: 
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which compris e s st e ps of 



reacting 256-difluorobenzonitrile with a compound represented by g e n e ral 



formula (II): 



HN 



/ 




ai) 



(wh e r e in Rl and R2 hav e th e sam e m e anings as defined abov e , r e sp e ctively") wherein 
represents a hydrogen atom. -CH 2 X (wherein X represents a hydrogen atom, hydroxy, 
lower alkoxv or benzvloxv). or -OC(=0)R^ (wherein R^ represents lower alkvl); and R^ 
represents a hydrogen atom, nitro. halogen, substituted or unsubstituted lower alkyl. 
substituted or unsubstituted lower alkoxv. substituted or unsubstituted lower alkvlthio. or a 
substituted or unsubstituted aryl in the presence of a base to produce a compound 
represented by g e n e ral formula (VI): 



F 

(wher e in Rl and R2 hav e the sam e m e anings as d e fined abov e , r e sp e ctiv e ly) ; 

converting the resulting compound represented by gen e ral formula (VI) into 
a compound represented by g&B^^ formula (III): 
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OR 



(wh e r e in R, Rl and R2 hav e th e sam e m e anings as defin e d abov e , resp e ctiv e ly) wherein R 
represents lower alkvl : 
and 

hydrolyzing a cyano group of the resulting compound represented by 
general formula (III) to produce a l-(2-carboxyphenyl)indazole derivative represented by 
gen e ral formula (IV): 




OR 

(wh e r e in R, Rl and R2 hav e th e sam e m e anings as d e fin e d abov e , 

respectively) . 

3. (Original) The process for producing a pyrazoloacridone derivative 
according to claim 1 or 2, wherein R is methyl. 
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4. (Currently Amended) The process for producing a pyrazoloacridone 
derivative according to any on e of claims 1 to 3 claims 1 or 2 , wherein is lower alkyl; 
and R2 is nitro or halogen. 



5. 



(Currently Amended) A process for producing a 1 -(2- 



carboxyphenyl)indazole derivative represented by gen e ral formula (IV): 




(IV) 



OR 



(wh e r e in R, Rl and R2 hav e th e sam e m e anings as d e fin e d abov e , r e sp e ctiv e ly) wherein R 
is lower alkvK R^ represents a hydrogen atom. -CH o X (wherein X represents a hydrogen 
atom, hydroxy, lower alkoxy or benzyloxyl or 'OC(=0)R^ (wherein R^ represents lower 
alkyl): and R^ represents a hydrogen atom, nitro, halogen, substituted or unsubstituted 
lower alkyl, substituted or unsubstituted lower alkoxy, substituted or unsubstituted lower 
alkylthio, or a substituted or unsubstituted aryl, which comprises steps of steps of: 



reacting a compound represented by g e n e ral formula (I): 




(I) 



OR 



(wh e r e in R has th e sam e m e aning as defined abov e ) 
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in the presence of a base with a compound represented by geaefal formula 

(11): 




(11) 



(wh e r e in Rl and R2 hav e the same m e anings as d e fin e d abov e , 
r e spectiv e ly) in th e pres e nc e of a bas e 

to produce a compound represented by g e n e ral formula (III): 

N' 
OR 

(wh e r e in R, Rl and R2 hav e th e sam e m e anings as d e fin e d abov e , 
r e sp e ctively) ; and 

hydrolyzing a cyano group of the resulting compound represented by 
g e n e ral formula (III). 



6. (Currently Amended) A process for producing a 1 -(2- 
carboxyphenyl)indazole derivative represented by g e n e ral formula (IV): 
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(wherein Rl and R2 have th e sam e m e anings as d e fin e d abov e , r e sp e ctiv e ly) wherein R 
is lower alkvK R^ represents a hydrogen atom, -CH o X (wherein X represents a hydrogen 

atom, hydroxy, lower alkoxy or benzyloxy), or -OC(=0)R^ (wherein R^ represents lower 
alkyl); and R^ represents a hydrogen atom, nitro, halogen, substituted or unsubstituted 
lower alkvL substituted or unsubstituted lower alkoxy, substituted or unsubstituted lower 
alkyhhio, or a substituted or unsubstituted aryl, which comprises comprises: 

reacting 2,6-difluorobenzonitrile in the presence of a base with a compound 
represented by g e n e ral formula (II): 




(wherein Rl and R2 hav e th e same m e anings as d e fined abov e , 

respectiv e ly) 

in th e pr e s e nc e of a bas e 

to produce a compound represented by g e n e ral formula (VI): 
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R' 





=/ (VI) 



CN 



(wherein Rl and R2 hav e the same meanings as d e fin e d abov e , 

respectiv e ly) ; 

converting the resuhing compound represented by g e n e ral formula (VI) into 
a compound represented by gen e ral formula (III): 




(III) 



CN 



OR 



(wherein R, Rl and R2 hav e the sam e meanings as defin e d above, 
resp e ctiv e ly) ; and 

hydrolyzing a cyano group of the resulting compound represented by 
gen e ral formula (III). 



7. (Original) The process for producing a l-(2- 
carboxyphenyl)indazole derivative according to claim 5 or 6, wherein R is methyl. 
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8. (Currently Amended) The process for producing a l-(2- 
carboxyphenyl)indazole derivative according to any on e of claims 5 to 7 claims 5 or 6 , 
wherein is lower alkyl; and R2 is nitro or halogen. 



9. (Currently Amended) A compound represented by g e n e ral formula 

(III): 




OR 



r wh e rein R. Rl and R2 have th e sam e meanings as d e fin e d abov e , r e sp e ctiv e ly) wherein R 
is lower alkvK R' represents a hydrogen atom. -CH o X (wherein X represents a hydrogen 
atom, hydroxy, lower alkoxv or benzvloxy\ or -0C(=0)R3 (wherein R^ represents lower 
alkyl): and R^ represents a hydrogen atom, nitro, halogen, substituted or unsubstituted 
lower alkyl, substituted or unsubstituted lower alkoxy, substituted or unsubstituted lower 
alkylthio, or a substituted or unsubstituted aryl, 
or a salt thereof. 

10. (Original) The compound according to claim 9, wherein R is 
methyl, or a salt thereof. 
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1 1 . (Currently Amended) A process for producing a compound 



represented by geft^ai formula (III): 




(III) 



OR 



(wher e in R, Rl and R2 hav e th e sam e meanings as d e fin e d above, r e sp e ctiv e ly) wherein R 
is lower alkvL R' represents a hydrogen atom, -CH 2 X (wherein X represents a hydrogen 
atom, hydroxy, lower alkoxy or benzyloxy), or -OC(=0)R^ (wherein R^ represents lower 
alkyl); and R^ represents a hydrogen atom, nitro, halogen, substituted or unsubstituted 
lower alkyl, substituted or unsubstituted lower alkoxy, substituted or unsubstituted lower 
alkylthio, or a substituted or unsubstituted aryl, which compris e s comprises: 



reacting a compound represented by gen e ral formula (I): 




(I) 



OR 



(wh e r e in R has th e sam e m e aning as d e fined abov e ) 



in the presence of a base with a compound represented by g e n e ral formula 



(II): 
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(II) 



(wh e rein Rl and R2 hav e the sam e meanings as defin e d abov e , 



resp e ctiv e ly) 



in the pr e s e nc e of a bas e. 



12. (Original) The process according to claim 11, wherein R is methyl. 



13. (Currently Amended) A compound represented by general formula 

(VI): 




F 



(wh e r e in Rl and R2 have th e same m e anings as d e fin e d abov e , resp e ctively) wherein R^ 
represents a hydrogen atom, -CH o X (wherein X represents a hydrogen atom, hydroxy, 
lower alkoxy or benzvloxy), or -QC(=0)R3 (wherein R^ represents lower alkyH: and R^ 
represents a hydrogen atom, nitro, halogen, substituted or unsubstituted lower alkyh 
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substituted or unsubstituted lower alkoxv, substituted or unsubstituted lower alkylthio, or a 
substituted or unsubstituted arvh 
or a salt thereof. 



14. (Currently Amended) A process for producing a compound 



represented by g e neral formula (VI): 




(VI) 



F 



(wh e r e in Rl and R2 hav e th e sam e m e anings as d e fin e d abov e , r e sp e ctively) wherein 

wherein represents a hydrogen atom. -CH 2 X (wherein X represents a hydrogen atom, 

hydroxy, lower alkoxy or benzyloxy), or -OC(=0)R^ (wherein R^ represents lower alkyl): 
and R^ represents a hydrogen atom, nitro. halogen, substituted or unsubstituted lower alkyU 
substituted or unsubstituted lower alkoxy, substituted or unsubstituted lower alkylthio, or a 
substituted or unsubstituted aryl, which comprises comprises: 

reacting 256-difluorobenzonitrile in the presence of a base with a compound 
represented by g e neral formula (II): 



HN 




(11) 
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(wh e r e in Rl and R2 have th e sam e m e anings as d e fin e d abovo, 

r e spectively) 

in th e pr e s e nc e of a base . 



1 5. (New) The process for producing a pyrazoloacridone derivative 
according to claim 3, wherein is lower alkyl; and R^ is nitro or halogen. 

16. (New) The process for producing a l-(2-carboxyphenyl)indazole 
derivative according to claim 7, wherein R^ is lower alkyl; and R^ is nitro or halogen. 
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